2011 Fourth Grade Summer Reading Assignment
(For students entering 4" Grade)

General Information

The attached summer reading list is a list of books
that we suggest you consider reading this summer. Many
are well-known classics or Newbery Award winners, but
they are not all at the same reading level. Use the
list to guide you, but check with your parents 1f you
are unsure whether a book is at a good level for you.
For a book that is particularly challenging, consider
reading it out loud with Mom or Dad.

This list is not meant to be all-inclusive. We
realize you may have an interest in reading particular
series of books or books about specific topics in
nature, history, etc. Feel free to read types of books
that you already know you enjoy. But, if you generally
like to read the same kind of book, please try at least
one new type of book this summer, too.

Number of books to read

Talk to your parents about any individual reading
goals for the summer, based on your reading habits up
until now. Some schools talk about “Magic 6” as being
a good number of books to try to read over the summer.
Studies have shown that wide reading is the single most
important indicator of success in school, because
reading exposes you to lots of new knowledge and new
vocabulary. So, try to read as much as you can.

If you read the Magic 6 this summer, that would be
great! But, at the least, please read two books before



you come to school in August. Try not to wait until the
middle of August to pick up a book! You might find
that, if you start in June, one book will lead to
another, and you will spend many enjoyable hours
reading over the summer.

As you read, practice reading out loud for several
pages, at least, of each book. You can read to a
parent, brother, sister, or even your dog or pet fish!
It is good to practice oral reading to improve fluency
(your reading smoothness). You will find that, as your
reading gets smoother, you will better understand what
you are reading.

Special Project—Quick Book Report and Book Cover or
Book Advertisement

When you come back to school in August, please
bring with you: (1) a Quick Book Report Form for one of
the books that you read, and (2) an illustrated book
cover for that same book.

A “Quick Book Report Form” is attached, and you can
also get a copy on Edline. Please fill out the form -
neatly - to provide basic information about the book
that you read.

The illustrated book cover should be on 8 x 11 inch
(or close to that size) paper (preferably cardstock or
white construction paper). The book cover should
include the title of the book, the author, a suitable
illustration, and, in the lower right-hand corner, your
name. Don’t try to copy the illustration on the
official book cover of the book. Come up with your own
idea! We will laminate the book covers and put them up
in the classroom for beginning-of-the-year decorations.

Happy reading! We look forward to hearing about
your favorite books when the new school year begins'!

Ms. Davis and Mrs. Bergesen



Summer Reading List
Fourth Grade

Frindle, Andrew Clements
A Fine, Fine School, Sharon Creech
My Life in Dog Years, Gary Paulson
The Trumpet of the Swan, E.B. White
Henry Huggins, Beverly Clearly
The Twits, Roald Dahl
Young Thomas Edison, Michael Dooling
Kai’s Journey to Gold Mountain, Katrina Saltonstall
Currier
Granny Torrelli Makes Soup, Sharon Creech
Just Like Josh Gibson, Angela Johnson
The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins, Barbara Kerley
Native American Doctor, The Story of Susan LaFlesche
Picotte, Jeri Ferris
Search for the Shadowman, Joan Lowery Nixon
The Cricket in Times Square, George Selden
Earthquake Terror, Peg Kehret
Fudge-a-Mania, Judy Blume
The Indian in the Cupboard, Lynne Reid Banks
The Mouse and the Motorcycle, Beverly Cleary
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH, Robert C. O’Brien
My Side of the Mountain, Jean Craighead George
A Quiet Place, Douglas Wood
The Flag Maker, Susan Campbell Bartoletti
The Penderwicks, Jeanne Birdsall
Fire and Wings: Dragon Tales From East and West,
Janet Yolen
Mr. Popper’s Penguins, Richard Atwater



Matilda, Roald Dahl

The Whipping Boy, Sid Fleischman

Little House in the Gig Woods, Laura Ingalls Wilder
Shiloh, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Amazing Grace, Mary Hoffman

Little Women or Little Men, Louisa May Alcott
Adam of the Road, Elizabeth Janet Gray

Sideway Stories from Wayside School, Louis Sachar
Stuart Little, E.B. White

Surviving the Applewhites, Stephanie S. Tolan
Sounder, William H. Armstrong

Dolphin Diaries, Riding the Storm, Ben M. Baglio
Loser, Jerry Spinelli

The Kid Who Became President, Dan Gutman









