
C:\DOCUME~1\BBENJA~1\LOCALS~1\Temp\fcctemp\MGLc71 37H.doc 

Addendum to the Parent Student Handbook – 2007 – 2008 
 

PART I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT  
TITLE XII. EDUCATION  

 
CHAPTER 71. PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
 

SCHOOL COMMITTEES  
 
Chapter 71: Section 37H. Policies relative to conduct of teachers or students; student handbooks  

Section 37H. The superintendent of every school district shall publish the district’s policies pertaining to the conduct of 
teachers and students. Said policies shall prohibit the use of any tobacco products within the school buildings, the school 
facilities or on the school grounds or on school buses by any individual, including school personnel. Copies of these 
policies shall be provided to any person upon request and without cost by the principal of every school within the district.  

Each school district’s policies pertaining to the conduct of students shall include the following: disciplinary proceedings, 
including procedures assuring due process; standards and procedures for suspension and expulsion of students; 
procedures pertaining to discipline of students with special needs; standards and procedures to assure school building 
security and safety of students and school personnel; and the disciplinary measures to be taken in cases involving the 
possession or use of illegal substances or weapons, the use of force, vandalism, or violation of other student’s civil rights. 
Codes of discipline, as well as procedures used to develop such codes shall be filed with the department of education for 
informational purposes only.  

In each school building containing the grades nine to twelve, inclusive, the principal, in consultation with the school 
council, shall prepare and distribute to each student a student handbook setting forth the rules pertaining to the conduct of 
students. The school council shall review the student handbook each spring to consider changes in disciplinary policy to 
take effect in September of the following school year, but may consider policy changes at any time. The annual review 
shall cover all areas of student conduct, including but not limited to those outlined in this section.  

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, all student handbooks shall contain the following provisions:  

(a) Any student who is found on school premises or at school-sponsored or school-related events, including athletic 
games, in possession of a dangerous weapon, including, but not limited to, a gun or a knife; or a controlled substance as 
defined in chapter ninety-four C, including, but not limited to, marijuana, cocaine, and heroin, may be subject to expulsion 
from the school or school district by the principal.  

(b) Any student who assaults a principal, assistant principal, teacher, teacher’s aide or other educational staff on school 
premises or at school-sponsored or school-related events, including athletic games, may be subject to expulsion from the 
school or school district by the principal.  

(c) Any student who is charged with a violation of either paragraph (a) or (b) shall be notified in writing of an opportunity 
for a hearing; provided, however, that the student may have representation, along with the opportunity to present 
evidence and witnesses at said hearing before the principal.  

After said hearing, a principal may, in his discretion, decide to suspend rather than expel a student who has been 
determined by the principal to have violated either paragraph (a) or (b).  

(d) Any student who has been expelled from a school district pursuant to these provisions shall have the right to appeal to 
the superintendent. The expelled student shall have ten days from the date of the expulsion in which to notify the 
superintendent of his appeal. The student has the right to counsel at a hearing before the superintendent. The subject 
matter of the appeal shall not be limited solely to a factual determination of whether the student has violated any 
provisions of this section.  

(e) When a student is expelled under the provisions of this section, no school or school district within the commonwealth 
shall be required to admit such student or to provide educational services to said student. If said student does apply for 
admission to another school or school district, the superintendent of the school district to which the application is made 
may request and shall receive from the superintendent of the school expelling said student a written statement of the 
reasons for said expulsion.  


